
being ranked in the top 50 learners 

overall who took part in an Olympi-

ad. 

The South African Mathematics 

Olympiad (SAMO) 

 

This premier Mathematics competi-

tion in SA saw 108 ESCS entrants 

from the High school, writing the first 

round, and an exceptional 68 quali-

fied for the second round (64% of 

our entrants). We are currently 

awaiting the results of the second 

round that was written in May.  

Michael van Schalkwyk and Mikael 

Maritz have qualified to write the 

third round in July. They have been 

ranked in the top 100 in the country. 

An outstanding achievement! 

Die Burger Wiskundekompetisie 

This is a new competition, written 

A  whirlwind examination term has 

seen the Grade 11’s write their 

IGCSE Mathematics and Literature 

examinations. The results will be re-

leased on 10 August and passwords 

will be sent to candidates a week be-

fore, to access their own private re-

sults webpage. Some may be waiting 

for this moment, to confirm their nar-

rowing down to 4 or 5 AS Levels. 

A select group of 8 Grade 9 students 

will also receive the results of their 

voluntary Science and English Check-

point examinations at about the same 

time. This set of diagnostic tests anal-

yses the candidates’ strengths and 

weaknesses, helping students to con-

firm their IGCSE choice for Science 

subjects and to isolate areas in English 

which need attention. 

The high school wrote a set of internal 

examinations in June and a very in-

formative academic feedback meeting 

was held on the last Monday of term. 

The Grade 7 – 9 reports were available 

for collection at this meeting, but 

Grade 10 – 12 reports will be handed 

out on the last day of term. 

The third term is the last teaching 

term before the Grade 10’s and 12’s 

write their Cambridge examinations in 

Term 4. Please refer to the following 

page to make entries and find more 

information about dates and fees: 

http://www.escs.org.za/cie-

examinations-qualification.html 

Also, refer to our year calendar for the 

dates of the “mock” exams at the end 

of Term 2: http://www.escs.org.za/

calendar-year-planner.html 

Exciting Mathematics achievements 

highlights from Lynn Budge’s recent 

letter 

UCT Mathematics Competition  

ESCS was placed 17th overall. Peter 

Stead obtained a gold award for his 9th 

ranking in the Gr 10 singles category of 

the competition. Others in the top 25 

of their respective divisions were: 

Stella Park who came 14th in the Gr 12 

singles division. Franco Hill came 23rd 

in the Gr 10 singles division. 

Michael van Schalkwyk came 23rd in 

the Gr 9 singles division. Zoe Bohler 

and Darren Findlay came 16th in the Gr 

10 pairs division.  

Peter Stead, Stella Park, Michael van 

Schalkwyk, Franco Hill and Madeleine 

Ackermann were invited to take part 

in the Selection Round for the top 250 

achievers. This was further narrowed 

down with Michael van Schalkwyk 
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can give this to them. It was a truly 

powerful message of God’s grace.  

The students also had to write a DFL 

examination this term. The purpose of 

this exam is to give an opportunity for 

the students to internalise the infor-

mation that they have received and is 

a crucial part of the discipleship pro-

cess. 

On the last day of the term, the Gr.7-

10 classes will once again go out on an 

outreach of their choice to reach the 

poor and needy communities.  Thank 

you for the many generous donations 

from food, blankets and toiletries to 

money for Bibles and transport. 

Please continue to pray for us as we 

prepare the assemblies for next term 

when we will look at “Our relationship 

with Others” - the focus will be on 

social media. 

T his term the theme for our as-

semblies was: My Relationship 

with Myself”. The focus for the year is 

“Words of Life”. Here is a summary of 

the assemblies we had this term: 

1. Michael Arlow (Urban Edge) is an 

alumni student of El Shaddai Christian 

School and it was great to have him 

back, speaking on the topic of 

“Bullying”. 

2. The Grade 10R class presented 

their entertaining assembly on 

“Discerning Truth from Lies” and 

taught the students to only believe 

and accept words that are spoken in 

love and that is meant to build and not 

break down.  

3. The Gr.10L class brought the mes-

sage of “The Impact Words Have on 

Me.” In their creative assembly they 

illustrated how words spoken over us 

can shape the way we think about 

ourselves but that we should al-

ways refer back to what God thinks 

of us. 

4. The Gr.9M class then built on-

to this with their assembly on 

“From Internal to External”. Changing 

the way we think and speak can only 

be done if we first renew our minds 

with God’s Word.  

5. The Grade 9F class dealt with the 

issue of inappropriate language in 

their assembly on “Purified Words”. 

6. Lastly, we had an inspiring mes-

sage and testimony on “Mercy vs Jus-

tice” by Joshwin 

Taurijo who came 

out of a life of 

drugs, gangs and 

violence but who 

was radically saved 

through God’s 

grace.  He now 

ministers to young 

men in that envi-

ronment to bring a message of hope, 

acceptance and to validate them when 

they do not have father figures who 

DISC IPLESHIP NEWS 
BY LORETTE MEYER  

online in Afrikaans. Three of our learn-

ers, Alex Pretorius, Madeleine Acker-

mann and Franco Hill were placed in the 

top 50 of the first round, winning R1000 

each. We look forward to the second 

round in August where the prize money 

is R20 000! Well done to all our ESCS 

Mathematicians, we are very proud of 

you all! 

53rd National Science Olympiad and 

Youth Science Focus week by Karen 

Roux 

A total of 39 Senior High School stu-

dents entered the 53rd National Science 

Olympiad this year and wrote a 3-hour 

paper on the 2nd of March.  We have 

just received the good news that three 

of our students were selected to 

attend the Youth Science Focus week 

in Pretoria in July. They are Kelsey 

Böhler, Madeleine Ackermann and 

Elijah Stockhall.  

 
This is an excellent achievement as 

only 100 students from across South 

Africa and the SADC countries were 

invited to this event.  

Various activities will culminate in a 

high-profile Awards Ceremony. All 

their expenses will be paid by SAASTA 

(South African Agency for Science) and 

the NRF (National Research Founda-

tion). Congratulations! 

Staffing 

We say a fond farewell to Mr Nobbie 

Nobble, after many years of teaching 

Technical Drawing (using CAD) to the 

Grade 7’s to 9’s. He begins a well-

earned retirement. We thank him and 

his wife Christine, who served as our 

chief invigilator for Cambridge exams, 

for many years and bless them as they 

embark on a new season.  



H ighlights of the past term… 

• The HS Ignite concert on 

Tuesday, 9 May, was a fun-filled 

evening, providing entertainment 

for all ages.  The theme was COL-

OUR OF LIFE and the program was 

a well-rounded combination of 

music, drama, singing and an ex-

clusive exhibition of our Click 

Club’s photographs. It was evident 

from the evening’s display that our 

students are growing as perform-

ers and have raised the bar since 

last year!  

• The STEP UP DANCE MARATHON 

on Saturday, 24 June, was well 

attended this year and everyone 

enjoyed the activities up to the 

very last minute! The heart behind 

the event is to give people the op-

portunity to dance for charity and 

impact the local community, by 

BRINGING HOPE THROUGH MOVE-

MENT. Some local businesses – 

Tacoways, Mantelli’s and Virgin 

Active Durbanville & Cape Gate – 

showed their support by becoming 

involved as service providers and 

sponsors for the event. The HS 

Step Up Dancers danced for 6 

hours in an attempt to raise money 

for charity.  The charities that are 

receiving support include: Klipheu-

wel Pre-School and Homework 

Facility, Kraaifontein Old Age Facili-

ty, KUSASA Project – Franschoek 

and the homeless community of 

Durbanville.  

What to look forward to in TERM 3… 

• The Annual DRAMATIX Production, 

“Groove Street Express” on Satur-

day, 12 August at 2pm and 7pm. 

Tickets are R50 and will be on sale 

from the beginning of Term 3. 

• The Sports and Culture Awards 

Evening on Tuesday, 19 Septem-

ber. 

• More information will follow at the 

beginning of Term 3.  

Thank you for all your support and 

encouragement during the past term. I 

hope you all have a fantastic winter 

holiday with family, friends and loved 

ones! 

CULTURE NEWS 
BY ADELE RIX 

T erm 2 saw the start of yet anoth-

er boy’s and girl’s hockey, as well 

as girl’s netball season. 

YORK HOCKEY TOUR 

As has been tradition over the past 

few years, we ended term 1 and start-

ed the Easter school holidays with our 

annual York Hockey Tour, where our 

U19 boys and girls sides each had the 

opportunity to play seven pre-season 

matches against a number of touring 

sides from around the country. York 

High School again hosted a truly enjoy-

able festival. 

The main purpose of this tour is to 

build a team spirit amongst the boys 

and girls, coaches and managers, and 

to get to “know” each other on the 

field, in a match situation. What has 

been so exciting for me to see this 

year is how so many of the younger 

members of the team, have already 

improved and matured over the 1st 

half of the actual season. 

As has also become customary over 

the past few years, El Shaddai parents, 

supporters and players were thanked 

and commended for their support, 

encouragement and behaviour, by 

other touring sides, players and par-

ents, and most importantly, by the 

team at York High School that organise 

the whole event.  

HOCKEY 

Four of our boys and girls were named 

as either Zonal Hockey or Western 

Province Hockey players this term and 

we again congratulate them on their 

success and wish them all the best for 

their upcoming holiday tournaments 

and Inter-Provincial tournaments. 

Phillip Jeftha (grade 7) was named as a 

Durbell Zonal member, representing 

the A side from the region. Both Taffi 

Schippers (grade 11) and Sinead Stark 

(grade 12) have been selected to rep-

SPORT NEWS 
BY LEE TOPPER 



W hile there may not have been 

many functions that specifical-

ly fall under this pillar this term, there 

is without doubt a spirit of enjoyment 

and camaraderie that becomes the 

thread that runs through all the 

events and colours the school and 

adds life.  

This term’s major event was the 

99erMTB which saw almost half of the 

high school students put up their hand 

to volunteer as marshals out in the 

Durbanville vineyards. What was re-

markable this year was the sense of 

pride that the students took in serving 

the school and the wider mountain 

biking community. It is always im-

portant to be involved in something 

bigger than oneself. Thank you too all 

the students and parents who gave of 

their time to serve. 

Then, dispersed throughout the term, 

were some productive Trading Days, 

where students got to try out their 

entrepreneurial dreams and develop 

some skills. The World Book Day civ-

vies day was a fun-filled and light-

hearted return to some favourite char-

acters. Also, Homeslice tackled topics 

like exploring what Ascension Day 

means for our faith. 

Lastly, it was time to say goodbye to 

two stalwarts on staff. Mr Lodder 

served the school for 21 years, open-

ing the school early every day and 

kindly and gently responding to all our 

maintenance calls. His handiwork is 

literally the 

foundation of 

the school. Then 

our beloved 

Uncle Nobbie, 

who taught us 

the value of life-long learning and the 

importance of a life lead by the Spirit 

and devoted to the Great I Am, also 

bids us farewell. Thank you, gentle-

men for being the epitome of a good 

and faithful servants. Our lives have 

been enriched by you. 

And so it is in that context that we 

move into the holidays, remembering 

the value of acknowledging our elders 

as they have a wealth to deposit in our 

lives and honouring them makes us 

rich. What an honour for our students 

and staff to have experienced and wit-

nessed!  

resent their respective Western Prov-

ince Girl’s Hockey U19 Zonal A side, 

with Sinead also recently being named 

vice-captain for the upcoming tourna-

ment. Jadon Beckmann (grade 10) has 

been included as a striker in the West-

ern Province U16 A side, and will also 

be competing in an Inter-Provincial 

tournament in the holidays. 

We have made definite strides for-

ward this season in registering an U16 

boy’s side in the league again, along 

with the U14 and U19 sides as was the 

case last year. Our U19 boy’s side re-

mained in the 1st League division from 

last years competition, also setting up 

our U14 and U16 sides to take part in 

an “A” league, against schools which 

we are thrilled to be competing 

against. Although the U19 matches 

played in the first part of the season 

haven’t often been the results we 

would have hoped for, we continue to 

press on with a young side and look 

forward to the growth for future 

years. Our last matches of the term, 

played on Friday 23rd June, were played 

as friendlies against Bergvliet High 

School’s A sides, who are in a league 

above us (Premier league), and we 

walked away with two draws (U19 and 

U16) and a win (U14). Proof again that 

we are seeing improvement and 

growth. 

Our U19 girls remained in the Town 

Challenge (TC) league for this year and 

have also had to contend with a very 

young side. 2016 Saw a lot of senior 

players finishing their school hockey 

careers and so 2017 started with a 

young and relatively inexperienced side, 

made up of very few matrics. The 

“senior” girls this season, under the 

captaincy of Sinead Stark, have had the 

opportunity to lead and encourage the 

younger members of the team. 

NETBALL 

A highlight for me this term was the 

email written to me by the Head of net-

ball at Melkbosstrand Private School, 

after our trip out there . 

“...I just want to thank you for yester-

day's game. We are used to very hos-

tile environments so it was very nice to 

play a good clean and fun game for a 

change. 

Please thank the coaches again for me 

and thank you for having well-

mannered young ladies...” 

Our U14 side have performed very 

well this term, starting with the U14 

Table View High School Tournament, 

during April, at the start of the term. 

We watch this space for their progress 

through the season and I am confident 

that we could see a few zonal and 

provincial players amongst our ranks 

at the 2018 school netball trials. 

Our teams (U14, U16 and U19) will 

have a great opportunity in term 3 to 

play in a quadrangular netball tourna-

ment at Reddam Durbanville. 

Thanks again to all the coaches and 

parents, who have ploughed so much 

into sport at El Shaddai.  

SCHOOL LIFE NEWS 
BY PHILL IPA TOPPER 


